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How to Write a Background or Literature Review 

A background section or literature review 
provides the context for your research. This 
section of a research report: 

• summarises what is already known about 
a particular topic,  

• identifies missing information or 
knowledge gaps, and 

• provides rationale or justification for your 
planned research.  

The process of writing a background section or 
literature review will help you develop and 
refine your research question or objective. 

Start this section with a brief introduction that 
provides the big-picture context for your 
research and outlines the importance and 
relevance of your planned project.  

Organise your literature review using key 
themes and subthemes to summarise the 
current knowledge related to your research 
topic in a logical order.  

 
Provide a critical analysis of the existing 
literature / evidence by analysing strengths 
and limitations of previous research or existing 
evidence and identify knowledge gaps. Your 
background section or literature review should 
provide a strong rationale for your planned 
project.  

End your literature review or a background 
section with a summary of existing knowledge 
and knowledge gaps, implications and 
recommendations for future research.  

Cite relevant references in text and include a 
reference list at the end of your research 
report. 

 

 

How to Write 
a Literature Review 

The AGILE Research YouTube Channel 
www.youtube.com/@agileresearch  
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Guidelines for Writing a Background Section / Literature Review 
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